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GENERAL TALKING POINTS	
  

 ·∙       The drop in the number of schools making Adequate Yearly 
Progress in 2011 was expected BUT what we VALUE in West 
Virginia is CONSTANT IMPROVEMENT and STUDENT ACADEMIC 
GROWTH.  

 ·∙       Two years ago, what students needed to learn and be able to do 
became more intense as part of Global21: Student’s deserve it. The 
world demands it.  That meant that the WESTEST had to align with 
the more rigorous course material.	
  

 ·∙       Toview examples of questions found on the WESTEST2, visit 
http://wvde.state.wv.us/parents21/westest2.html 
	
  
 ·∙       Last year, the score a student needed to reach to be considered 
proficient under No Child Left Behind dramatically increased. For 
example, on the math section,third graders needed to score 557 
points to be considered proficient in 2009. In 2010, they needed to 
score 581 points to be proficient. 
	
  
 ·∙       NoChild Left Behind requires that ALL students in the United 
States are proficient by 2014. 
	
  
 ·∙       Toreach that goal, each year a greater number of students must 
reach or exceed the proficient level on the WESTEST for a school to 
meet AYP.	
  
 ·∙       This year, an additional 16 percent of students had to get to the 
proficiency mark. 



	
  
 ·∙       Inaddition, this year the federal government required every state 
use a new graduation calculation. Now states can only consider 
students who finish infour years as graduates. 
	
  
 ·∙       The significant increase in the number of students required to 
meet proficiency in 2011 is not realistic to many in the educational 
community. 
	
  
 ·∙       Our goal is that students are ready to be successful whether 
they go to college or enter the workforce. 
	
  
 ·∙       Again, what we VALUE in West Virginia is CONSTANT 
IMPROVEMENT in and STUDENT ACADEMIC GROWTH.  
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