Summer Reading and Assignments
English 9 Honors

Mrs. Haddox
Dear Student and Parent:
As part of the Honors English curriculum required by Harrison County, summer reading assignments are to be assigned and completed before the 2010 school session begins in August.  The following are the assignments for English 9 Honors which will develop vocabulary and reading comprehension enhancement. The assignments must be turned in by the first day of school for all students.  The selected books may be purchased at a local bookstore or at a discounted price online at half.com or amazon.com.   Please allow week or two for delivery if purchased online.
Assignment 1:
Read Animal Farm by George Orwell. It is an example of a political satire.  The author has used a simple story of animals to make a statement about Communism which he disliked.  A fable of brilliant satire and a frightening view of the future is a devastating attack on the pig-headed, gluttonous and greedy rulers in an imaginary totalitarian state.
*After researching books and the Internet to learn about the Russian Revolution, make a poster board chart comparing the key characters of Animal Farm with those of Russian history. Compare the key events on Russia’s history to those in the novel.  Use pictures from the Internet to make your poster eye-catching.
Assignments will be evaluated on following directions, having excellent workmanship, being colorful and large, and having creativity. All information should be typed.
*Satire – Editorial Cartoons

 Create a satirical cartoon depicting satire (writing that seeks to arouse a reader’s disapproval of an object by ridicule) based on the novel’s message. On the back note why his/her cartoon is considered satire.
Assignment 2:
Read All Quiet on the Western Front by Erich Remarque.  

Much of the poetry written during World War I reflects the disillusionment and fatalism found in this novel.  Use “Johnny Armstrong” folk ballad as an example for your ballad the events in the novel.

Write the form of a folk ballad from Paul’s point of view about his perceptions of the war.  Folk ballads were composed to be sung, and they survived by being passed along orally.  Your ballad needs to have a sing-song rhythm which you will read aloud as part of grade.

A ballad is composed in four-lined rhymed stanzas (every second and fourth line rhyme with each other) with strong, simple rhythm.  They usually dramatize their action quickly, omitting unnecessary scenes or details, heighten the drama by using dialogue, and suspense by giving out information a little at a time.
Summarize Paul’s story using this method.  It must be fifteen stanzas in length or more (Typed).

Note: All work will be judged on the quality or workmanship, creativity, accuracy, and neatness.

Note: For heading of papers, you will have one inch margin all around.  Then, come down one inch on the left side of paper, type your name, double space, type teacher’s name, double space, type name of class (Honors English 9), double space, and date (August 2010).  Double space and type title of poem.  Center the title, double space and double space the ballad.  Title is to be short, creative, and reflective of the subject of the poem.  Do not underline or put quotation marks around the name of the poem.  Center the poem.

Note: Students will earn grades on these selections based on a display of knowledge of the books by responding to an objective test (without prior discussion), writing, and other projects.

Students taking this class should be prepared to take an objective test on the second day.

Please sign and return to Mrs. Haddox, Room 111 or office by May 28, 2010

I understand that my child,__________________, is responsible for completing all English 9 Honors reading assignments by the first day of the new school year, 2010-2011.  I also understand that he/she is responsible for obtaining books.

Parent/ Guardian Signature______________________________

Student Signature_______________________________
