Honors 9 English

Summer Reading 2009-2010
May 18, 2009

Dear Parent/Guardian,


For Bridgeport High School’s Honors English 9, students are required to read a selection of books.  Students are encouraged to read over the summer and also during the year for enjoyment, vocabulary development, and comprehension enhancement.

Prior to entering the accelerated course, the summer reading is required by Harrison County Board of Education for all students scheduled for Honors English classes ( grades 9-12) and will be part of the first six weeks’ grade of each semester.  The four selections must be completed prior to the beginning of the 2009-2010 school year.  Students will also complete assignments in conjunction with the reading.  These assignments are due on the first day of the fall semester (no exceptions).  
Upon entering the building, the completed assignments are to be delivered to Mrs. Haddox’s room, 111. This deadline applies to all Honors 9 students, regardless of which semester their class is scheduled.  Second semester students are advised to review readings prior to the first day of class.
If you have any questions concerning the course, please free to contact me at 842-3693.  Please sign the form below and return to me at Bridgeport High School before June 8, 2009.  Thank you for your involvement in your child’s education.
                                                                                                 Sincerely,

                                                                                                 Donna Haddox

                                                                                                 English Teacher

______________________________________________________________________________

I understand that  my child, ______________________________, is responsible for completing all Honors English 9 summer reading assignments by the first day of the 2009-2010 school year and responsible for obtaining the novels.

Parent Signature________________________________________________________________

Student Signature_______________________________________________________________

Honors 9 Reading Assignments:
Guidelines

· Students will earn grades on these selections based on a display of knowledge of the novels responding to an objective test or tests (without prior discussion), writing, and others projects.

· Students need to be prepared to take an objective test on the second day of class.

Required Selections: Make sure to buy  high school  reading level.
· A Tale of Two Cities by Charles Dickens
· Great Expectations by Charles Dickens

· 1984 by George Orwell

· Animal Farm by George Orwell
Assignment 1: 

1. For A Tale of Two Cities, research the historical period of the French Revolution. Then create a timeline of this information. Make colorful, large lettering (typed), creatively done, and neatly done.  
2. Construct or paint something which has symbolic importance from   A Tale of Two Cities—for example a guillotine, footsteps, costume of the period, cobble bench, shoes, ect. There is much more. Be creative!
Assignment 2:
1. For Great Expectations, Analyze how each character’s place of residence was a reflection upon their character.  Make sure to include a description of the home and a description of the character.  Use the following characters for this assignment:  Joe, Miss Havisham, Herbert, Jaggers’s and Wemmick.  As a challenge show how Pip’s changes in residence reflected his change in character.  Typed
2. Type an essay that demonstrates how this novel was an expose on materialism versus relationships.  Which relationships in this novel were affected by the desire for wealth or stature? Provide supporting details from the text in your own words. What message do you think Dickens was trying to convey to his reader?  Consider Pip, Estella, and Magwitch. Five paragraphs ( title; introduction which includes the author, title of the work, and thesis statement ( thesis = points to be discussed; body ( 3paragraphs—one for each point); conclusion ( sum up ideas and restate your points).  Introduction 2-3 sentences; body of each paragraph has a topic sentence which introduces the point and 4-5 more sentences which discuss the details to support topic sentence; conclusion 2-3 sentences which will also include the message Dickens was trying to convey.
Assignment 3: 

1. For 1984 novel, research and prepare an oral presentation.  Use only 3 note cards to aid you. This is not to be read but given like a speech.  Also, use at least one visual aid such as power point, over- head, posters, charts, etc. Length should be 5-10 minutes. Discuss: What was the most poignant discovery about the topic.  Relate how the ideas of your topic could relate to Orwell’s 1984 novel.  Also, include a typed report with the same information to hand in to the teacher.  Choose one topic to discuss from the following topics:  
Students’ last names starting with A-F choose topics  1or2;  G-M choose topics 3 or 4;  N-S choose topics  5 or 6;  T-Z choose topics 7 or 8.
1. Books which have been banned—now and in the past
2. Censorship in today’s media (films, recordings, art ect.)
3. The effects of electric shock therapy
4. The rise and fall of Soviet Communism
5. Socialism in today’s world
6. How Hitler exercised mind control over his followers
7. Subliminal persuasion as it is used today
8. Propaganda in our society
Assignment 4:  

1  Animal Farm is an example of a political satire.  The author has used a simple story of farm animals to make a statement about Communism which he disliked.  After researching books and the Internet to learn about the Russian Revolution, make a chart comparing the key characters of Animal Farm with those of Russian history.  Also compare some of the key events in Russia’s history, to those in the novel. Use pictures and/or colored sketches to make your chart eye-catching.
· You can use some pictures from the internet for the projects.
· Also, ALL assignments will be graded on :  Following directions, having excellent workmanship, being colorful and large, and having creativity

· You can contact me if you have any questions about the assignments at 304-288-6347.[image: image1.png]



